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TIL FORSVAR FOR DEN SUNDE FORNUFT. KAN
PSYKOLOGIEN BLIVE EN VIDENSKAB UDEN AT FJERNE
SIG FRA VIRKELIGHEDEN?

Jens Mammen

Tiltraedelsesforelasning den 24. april 2009 som adjungeret professor
: ved Aalborg Universitet

Psykologiens tidlige og nutidige historie er fyldt med eksempler
pa, at man for at fundere en psykologisk videnskab teoretisk
og melodisk har mattet ofve veesentlige dele af de indsigter om
menneskers liv, som indgdr i dagligdagens erfaringer, eller
som kendes fra andre videnskaber: Det har fort til ensidighed
og fragmentering og har desuden fjernet den videnskabelige
psykologi fra den professionelle praksis. Kan psykologien
pa denne baggrund vende tilbage til den sunde fornuft uden
at blive en triviel gentagelse af forvidenskabelig erfaring?
Forudseetningen er, at der kan findes en kerne, som samler
psykologien. I foreleesningen vil der blive givet nogle bud pd en
sddan kerne, som indebeerer nogle “kopernikanske vendinger”’
i forhold til megen sakaldt "mainstream psychology”.

Jens Mammen: A plea for common sense: can psychology become a science
without disowning reality?

Inaugural lecture April 24, 2009, as honorary professor at University of
Aalborg

The past and present history of psychology shows through innumerable
examples that attempts to establish theoretical and methodological fou-
ndations for psychology as a science have sacrificed essential insights
into human life derived from everyday experience or from other scientific
domains. This has led to one-sidedness and fragmentation and furthermore
created a chasm between scientific psychology and the practice of profes-
sional psychology. Given this, is it possible that psychology can return to
common sense without dissolving into trivial repetitions of pre-scientific
knowledge? A prerequisite for this is that a theoretical core which unites
psychology can be found. In my lecture some proposals are made toward
this aim. Compared with “mainstream psychology” they imply some “Co-
pernican revolutions.”



